


Ve’ahavta (Hebrew for “and you shall love”) is 
a Jewish charitable social service organization 
dedicated to promoting positive change in the 
lives of people of all faiths who are 
marginalised by poverty. We are committed to 
engaging community members in a 
meaningful and hands-on way to support our 
collective mission of tikun olam (repairing the 
world). 

Ve’ahavta delivers poverty alleviation 
programs that break down barriers, restore 
human dignity, foster capacity-building, and 
empower marginalized individuals to break 
the cycle of poverty. 

                       

About Ve'ahavta

To stay up-to-date about youth involved 
in tikun olam look for #TikunGen on 

Ve'ahavta visitng Camp Ramah

@veahavtanews

Ve’ahavta’s Community Engagement
Department is developing the next 
generation of Jewish changemakers. 
Strengthening the interconnection between
Jewish thought and modern day social justice 
issues, we are realising the values of tikun 
olam through volunteerism, public education, 
leadership development and transforming 
community institutions. Our goal is to ensure 
that the leaders of today and tomorrow may 
pursue a more just and compassionate world.  

Check us out at veahavta.org for more 
information about how to to get involved 
with Ve'ahavta programs and events such as 
our  B'nai Mitzvah program, Tikun Workshops, 
Mobile Jewish Response to Homelessness 
Young Riders program and more!                        
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Impact of Dugmah Grants

Ontario Ministry of Environment 
Canadian Roots Exchange 
Municipality of Muskoka (The Nest) 
Pines Long Term Care Home  
Sudbury Police Department 
Community Living Parry Sound  
Former MP Anita Neville  
Gabriola Commons  
Northland KidsZone  
Activist and MLA Wab Kinew 
Operation Ezra  
Soup Sisters  
Safe Shelters  
Sudbury Fire Station 

First Nations  activist &  MLA Wab Kinew with Massad  campers

Dugmah to Date
15 camps received grants*
21  grants allocated
4324 camper participants
1298 staff participants 
5622 total participants

Community Partners in 2016

Thank you to all of the camps who 
participated. We hope that for you and 
your campers, this is just the beginning
of your tikun olam journey!

This report celebrates the actions Jewish summer 
camps across Canada are taking to engage youth 
in tikun olam and social action programming. In 
2016, Ve’ahavta was in its third year of providing 
micro-grants to Jewish summer camps to support 
these activities. The report showcases the camps’ 
diverse initiatives to improve communities 
through environmental work, poverty alleviation 
and reconciliation efforts. 

In spotlighting these tikun olam initiatives, 
Ve’ahavta hopes to open the lines of 
communication and foster a conversation about 
what we can all be doing to encourage the 
development of empathetic and socially 
conscious young people.   

*some camps have received more than one grant
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2016 Dugmah Camp Profiles

Camp Hatikvah, Yom Chesed: 
Celebrating Kindness Through 
Thought and Action: 
All campers spent the day 
exploring the Jewish value of 
chesed (kindness) through 
interactive programming. 
Afterwards campers and staff 
translated thought into action 
by making and delivering soup 
for a local shelter.  

Camp Massad: 
Breaking Stereotypes Together: 
The Counselors in Training (CITs) and 
oldest camper units built 
intercultural relationships through 
powerful discussions with speakers 
like First Nations activist and MLA 
Wab Kinew, former MP Anita Neville 
and a newly arrived Yazidi refugee 
family. A special experience was 
playing soccer with the children of 
the newly arrived family.

Camp Northland B’nai Brith, 
G-Cubed: Building Community and a 
Culture of Sharing: 
Back for its second year, G-cubed was
a camp-wide network of hubs for 
sharing resources. It was integral to 
bringing a spirit of community, 
generosity and sharing to camp. These 
new spaces led to waste reduction and 
increased sharing of supplies, 
programming knowledge, book 
exchanges and more. 

Preparing soup for a  local shelter

Soccer with a Yazidi refugee family

The Gemach sharing center
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 2016 Dugmah Camp Profiles

Camp Ramah Canada, 
Magshimim Brings Chesed to 
the Forefront in Summer 2016: 
The Magshimim Unit led the 
charge of doing acts of chesed 
at camp throughout the 
summer. Highlights included 
donating 200 pairs of pants to 
the local family resource 
center and volunteering at the 
senior citizens' residence.  

Camp Miriam, Tikun Olam 
Program with our Community 
Garden: Through their Dugmah 
Grant, Camp Miriam hired a 
special tikun olam programmer 
who oversaw new volunteer 
programs at the community
garden. The staff led activities 
and discussions about the 
importance of community 
and tikun olam as it relates to 
Jewish texts and values.  

Caring  for  the camp's new garden

Organizing donations for  a  local resource center

Working at the community garden

URJ Camp George: CIT Tikun 
Olam Hadracha: 
Creating a new programming 
space at camp, CITs planted and 
cultivated the camp’s new 
garden and donated its produce 
to the local food bank and 
shelter. CITs learned the 
importance of tikun olam, social 
responsibility, and 
sustainability.   
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2016 Dugmah Camp Profiles

Camp Solelim, Feed the Deed: 
Small Changes Create Big Impact: 
Each camper group was 
challenged to design projects 
that bring more empathy to their 
community. Projects 
included preparing meals to 
thank kitchen staff, acts of 
kindness for a local shelter and 
Sudbury residents as well as 
taking coffee and donuts to the 
local Fire Station.  

Camp Gesher, Yom Tzedek 100 
Children Celebrate Social Justice: 
 Campers explored issues of 
deafness, Indigenous heritage, 
and creating a more just society. 
Yom Tzedek marked the opening 
of Beth Tzedek, a multi-purpose 
space for social justice education, 
with guest speakers like Canadian 
Roots Exchange and Gesher 
camper/TedX speaker 
Hannah Alper. 

B'nai Brith Kenora, Sustainability 
at Camp:  Program sessions 
incorporated demonstrations 
about how and why compost 
impacts our carbon footprint and 
the effect it has on the overall 
camp operating budget. Campers 
and staff learned how to compost, 
reduce their carbon 
footprint and to be more mindful 
of their consumption.  

Volunteering at the local shelter

Canadian  Root  Exchange's  blanket exercise

Learning  how  to  reduce  food  waste
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Ve'ahavta 
200 Bridgeland Ave, Unit D 

Tel: 416-964-7698 
veahavta.org @veahavtanews

Camp Hatikvah 
Vancouver, British Columbia  
www.camphatikvah.com 

Camp Massad Manitoba 
Winnipeg Beach, Manitoba 
www.campmassad.ca 

Camp Northland B'nai Brith 
Haliburton, Ontario 
www.campnbb.com 

URJ Camp George 
Parry Sound, Ontario 
www.george.urjcamps.org 

Camp Ramah Canada 
Huntsville, Ontario 
www.campramah.com  

Camp Miriam 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
www.campmiriam.org 

Camp Solelim 
Sudbury, Ontario 
www.campsolelim.ca 

Camp Gesher 
North York, Ontario 
www.campgesher.com 

B'nai Brith Kenora 
Town Island, Ontario 
www.bbcamp.ca 

2016 Dugmah Camps

The Standards Program Trustmark 
is a mark of Imagine Canada used 
under licence by Ve’ahavta
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