
Renée Roth
Memorial Speakers Bureau

The Renée Roth Memorial Speakers Bureau 
helps people who have experienced poverty 
and homelessness develop presentation skills to 
empower them to speak publicly about  
these issues from a lived experience 
perspective and to achieve their personal goals 

graduates of the Ve’ahavta Street Academy 
(VSA) twice a year, over a three- to four-month 
period. Piloted in 2016, the Speakers Bureau’s 
graduates shared their personal stories at six 
public events, including Ve’ahavta’s anniversary 
gala Starry Nights and an interview with CBC 
Radio.

“The Renee Roth Speakers Bureau assisted me in improving my public speaking 
skills, enabling me to be myself when speaking both in front of an audience and 
one-on-one.” John Keddy, Speakers Bureau and VSA graduate 

their voice and build their 

their lived experience.

Develops “Ambassadors” who 
are able to share their personal 
stories with the public.

The Renée Roth Memorial 
Speakers Bureau helps its 
participants develop essential  

in the following areas:

Nurtures participants’ 

long-term employment and 
educational goals.

Raises community awareness 
of poverty, homelessness and 
marginalization and serves as a 
catalyst to action.

The Speakers Bureau is partially funded through 
a generous donation in honour and memory of 
Renée Roth, who sadly passed away in 2015. 
Renée was a valued member of Ve’ahavta’s 
Board of Directors from 2012–2015. She was 
a much-loved volunteer facilitator with VSA 
in career development and résumé writing, 
where she inspired students and championed 
their success. Renée had an 
esteemed 20-year career 
in the radio industry 
including an Associate 
Professorship 
at Humber 
College where she 
taught Radio Sales 
Development. 

She is missed by all 
who knew her.
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